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Zion Lutheran Church  
MARCH 2016 
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 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
9:00 AM Worship 

9:30 AM: Sunday School 
9:45 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Worship  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Pastor @ Panera:  Thursday 2—4  
Choir Rehearsals:  Thursdays 6:45 
(Weds., during Lent.)
_____________________________ 

March 2, 6:00 PM: Mid-week 
Lenten meal/worship 
March 5, 9:30 AM-2:30: PM  
Autism Resource Center using 
our entire building 
March 6, 3:00 PM : LIPY-CM @ 
Bethlehem/Sturbridge 
March 7, 11:30 AM : Brown Bag 
Bible Study 
March 9, 6:00 PM: Midweek 
Lenten meal/worship 
March 12: 3G Generating Gen-
erous Giving in Holliston, MA 
March 13, 2:00-4:00 PM: Easter 
Banner project 
March 14, 7:00 PM: Council with 
Bishop Hazelwood 
March 16, 6:00 PM: Midweek 
Lenten meal/worship 
March 20: Palm Sunday worship  
March 21, 7:00 PM : Healing svc. 
March 24 , 6:00 PM: Maundy 
Thursday/dinner worship 
March 25, 7:00 PM: Good Fri-
day worship 
March 27: Easter worship @ 
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During our February, 10th, Ash Wednesday services this year, I shared a reflec-
tion by author, Jan Richardson. Her writing began: “Did you not know what the 
Holy One can do with dust?” She was reminding us that we humans were created 
by God from the dust of the earth; created as a blessed act; desired by God. 
formed from the sacred earth of God’s own garden. 

 

Richardson encourages us to remember that we are marked  -  with ashes on Ash 
Wednesday, with the cross at our Baptism – not for shame or sorrow, but to claim 
what God can do through us. The cross is always a sign of God’s great love for us 
– for all humanity, and for each one of us, individually.  And so we can rejoice in 
the gritty reality of our humanity. 

 

This Lent, Holy Week, and beyond, I urge you to seek out ways in which you can 
claim God’s mark on you and live out our baptisms.  Let us all seek concrete ways 
that we can proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world 
God made, and work for justice and peace in the world. 

 

In this month’s newsletter, you will find information about the many ways you can 
participate in the life of the Church – in worship, social ministry, workshops and 
training. I encourage you to join in and claim what God is doing in this world 
through you. 

 

Wishing you all a Blessed Lent,  

In Christ,  
���������	
�  
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�Mid-week Lenten gatherings on Wednesdays.  We will gather at 6:00 PM for a light supper of bread 
and soup, accompanied by the sharing of scripture, prayer and holy communion.  Our gatherings this 
year will focus on the many images we have of Jesus. Please sign up on the bulletin board to provide 
soup and bread for one of the meals. Even if you cannot attend Wednesday evenings, you can participate. A 
large poster with Images of Jesus is hanging in the Fellowship Hall. You are invited to find an 
image of Jesus to and add it to the collage (small images approx. 4”x 6”) 
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Do you play the Ukelele, Guitar, Cuatro, Bass, or some other acoustic, stringed instrument? We are gath-
ering a group to play a fun, easy, special song for the 9AM Easter Sunday worship. (March 27th) Sign up 
on the bulletin board so we can get music to you (just a few easy chords) and be in touch about rehearsal 
time (once or twice in March).  
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Please take a few moments as we move into 
Holy Week to step back and experience this 

quiet and contemplative service. 

This is a brief, informal candlelit service hosted by the Stephen 
Ministers. All are welcome. Refreshments and a time to share 
with one another will be available following the service. 
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Supper, foot washing, holy communion, and the  
stripping of the altar. This year the meal will be a 
"partial potluck". The main course (chicken ) will be 
provided, but we will need folks to signup to bring the 
following items: Bread, rice or couscous, olives/grape 
leaves, fresh fruit (orange slice, grapes) dates and 
figs, sparkling water, salad, andalmond cake dessert 
(recipe provided)  
 
Signups are needed, so we can be sure to have all 
the needed items to once again enjoy this middle-
eastern themed meal together. 
 
In addition to food, you could also help this event be 
a success by helping the Hospitality team with Setup 
and decorations and/or Cleanup (sweep, trash, wash 
a few dishes, wipe down tables) Sign up or Contact 
Lisa Betrovski to help with the Hospitality. 
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This year we want to add another ban-
ner to our sanctuary to complement the 
beautiful Resurrection banner we made 
several years ago.  
 

The project is easy and we will work on it on Sunday, March 
13th from 2-4pm. All ages are welcome to participate and lend 
a hand to this project. We will have coffee, cocoa and light 
snacks to fuel our efforts. 
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2016-THE YEAR OF STEWARDSHIP  
FOR NEW ENGLAND SYNOD 

Regional stewardship consults and coaching events 
with Bishop James Hazelwood and the Rev. Renee 
LiaBraaten, Associate to the Bishop for Generosity 

Generating generous giving in your congregation.  
March 12, 2016 

Christ the King Lutheran Church, Holliston, MA 

This workshop will help Zion take the next steps for-
ward. This event will be practical, inspirational, helpful, 
useful, and worth the investment of time. Plus, those 
who attend will benefit from the ongoing coaching of our 

new Associate for Generosity, the Rev. Renee LiaBraaten. A group from Zion will be attending this event. Please sign 
up by March 6th or speak to Pastor Nancy if you would like to go. We are asking for a nominal contribution of $5.00 per 
person to defray the cost of the lunch that will be served; payment by cash or check may be made the day of the event.  

Week of March 13 
Bars of Soap, in  
original wrapping. 

March20 (Palm Sunday)   
More Bars of Soap, or any of the other items 
for the Health kits. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS 
Submitted by Paula Kilian Clark 

Have you noticed the picture of the mothers and children residing at the Florence House on the Social 
Ministry bulletin board? Those smiling faces accompanied a thank you note from Marisa Lutz, the faith relations manager 
of Ascentria Care Alliance, formerly Lutheran Social Services. She wrote: "The time, energy and resources that Zion Lu-
theran Church contributed will bring joy to these children. For some of these young people, your gifts may be the only 
presents that they will receive. Your generosity has helped spread the sprit of giving at Christmas."  

 
February was also a busy month. Valentines "bags of love" were prepared for our shut-ins and delivered 
by family members and our home visitation team. Zion's elderly and home bound are always happy to 
know that although we may not see them frequently, that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
 

The February 7th "Souper Bowl" Sunday of Giving was a touchdown! Gifts of 72 cans of soup and               
spaghetti sauce, in addition to monetary donations of $94, were contributed to the Oxford Ecumenical 
Food Shelf. 
 

 
Zion members have been and continue to be aware of the food scarcity that exists in our communities. 
Your contributions of food and hands on work in Jesus' name is truly a  remarkable blessing. During 
March, your offerings of small cans of coffee, boxes of tea bags and hot cocoa are welcomed. 

 

During Lent we are collecting items for Lutheran World Relief Baskets of 
Promise, personal care kits given to refugees fleeing violence or natural 
disaster. Imagine the loving touch of Christ's hand reminding people that 
they are, indeed, loved. Your gifts of dark colored bath towels, sturdy 

combs, nail clippers and bars of soap are desperately needed. A weekly chart of need has been posted in the narthex, 
but all items may be given at any time throughout March. You can also help by donating to the cost of shippi ng the 
kits overseas. 

 

 

 

As always, thank you to all who contribute time and gifts so that our brothers and sisters in Christ know that their cares 
and concerns are also our cares and concerns, Peace and Blessings, Paula Kilian Clark 

Week of March 6 
Nail Clippers (metal,               
attached file optional)�
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LIPY (Lutheran Inter Parish Youth)          

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS ON THE LIPY SCHEDULE 2016 

                    APRIL17 TH-21ST: Annual Mission Trip, Destination: Maine 
                   MAY 6TH, 5:00-8:00 PM:  Forsberg Dinner Dance  Zion/Worcester 

 LIPY-CM  Youth in grades 7-12 are invited to all LI PY events.  You MUST turn in completed Covenant and 
Medical forms before you can attend LIPY events. (Forms are available on the Youth bulletin board in the hallway.) 
You can also join the LIPY Facebook group to be updated on activity plans. Talk to Pastor Nancy if you have            
questions.�
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MARCH 6TH3:00-5:30 PM:  Scavenger Hunt, Bethlehem/Sturbridge 
MARCH 20TH, 3:00-4:30 PM:  Mandatory Mission Trip Meeting, atZion 
Lutheran in Worcester 

LIPY-CM MISSION TRIP TO MAINE: If you are planning to go on the annual LIPY Mission 
Trip during April school vacation, please speak with Pastor Nancy. Now is the time to sign up 
and reserve your spot for the trip. 

SPRING FORWARD 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS MARCH 13 

It’s that time of year again! On March 12, before you go to sleep, be sure and set you clocks 
ahead. Yes, we lose an hour’s sleep, but we gain more daylight at the end of the day.�

                    ARE YOU EXPERIENCING A "WINTER"  IN YOUR LIFE?  OUR STEPHEN MINISTERS CAN HELP! 
 
The winter weather we've had recently can be symbolic of what can sometimes happen in 
life.  A crisis hits and we feel like we're buried beneath a drift of snow.  Relationships can 
become "icy", or we can feel "frozen" by life circumstances.  Little difficulties build up like 
"slush", making us slip and slide, causing every decision to seem treacherous.  Life seems 
dreary, and we begin to doubt if spring will ever come.  We can wonder, "Is God even 
there?" 
 
Stephen Ministers are trained to provide confidential Christian care, giving you the emo-
tional and spiritual support you need to make it through a "winter" in your life.  To learn 
more about how a Stephen minister can help you or someone you know, contact one of our 
Stephen Ministry Leaders: Jackie Bonneau, Maydee Morales, Pam Olson and Susan 
Pierce.  Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you. 

FEBRUARY CHURCH COUNCIL MEETINGS 

The Church Council meeting for February 8th was cancelled due to the weather . The “snow date” meet-
ing on February 15th was also cancelled due to inclement weather. The next council meeting will be the 
March 14th meeting with Bishop Hazelwood. 
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Zion’s Endowment Fund takes Root.  The first two pr ojects funded by the 
Endowment Fund will take place this Spring! Read ab out them below. 

Mental Health & Parish Life: Embracing All People 
April 9, 2016   9:30 am to 12 noon 

Zion Lutheran Church, Oxford, MA 
��

 
 
 
 
 

It is estimated that nearly 1 in 5 people (19%) in the United States will experience mental illness every year. It 
could be anyone - the clerk in the store, the teacher in the classroom, the person sitting next to you in church, your 
brother-in-law, you, me - anyone. Let’s face - we all know someone who has mental illness. 

The question we will consider in this workshop is this: As Christians, as people of faith, how can we best support 
our neighbors during times of mental illness? More specifically - How can our churches more fully welcome and include 
and embrace people with mental illness into the life of our congregations? 

This interactive workshop will explore these questions through conversation and shared storytelling. Looking at 
mental illness both through the lens of Scripture and the lens of current medical thinking, we will talk about practical 
ways for a community of faith to gather in and support people as they go through challenging times. 

Workshop presenter: Susan Lindberg Haley is a diaconal minister, a rostered leader in the New England Synod, 
called to do ministry with people with disabilities. Susan is the founder and leader of All Right Ministry, a resource and 
collaboration of people with and without disabilities who seek to equip churches to embrace all people so that together 
we can use our gifts to build up and live as the body of Christ in the world.  
 Please sign up on the bulletin board so the presenter can prepare adequate materials.  This workshop is open 
to all clergy, Stephen ministers, teachers, parish workers, and any other interested people. Please spread the word if 
you know someone who would be interested in attending.    Light refreshments will be served. 

  

THE ART OF MARRIAGE April 22 & 23, 2016 
 

�     The Art Of Marriage is coming to Zion Lutheran Church on April 22 and 23rd. Leading up to 
the marriage retreat we will be looking for couples to build our committee to make this event a 

success. Some of the highlighted areas that will need attention would be as follows: greeters, registration, hospitality,  
promotions, video, and music. Please reach out to Lisa or Peter if any of these areas are of interest to you. 

          Questions and answers  
Question; Will I be required to participate in the projects with my spouse? 
Answer:  This event was designed so that the projects are an essential part of the event experience. The projects allow 
you to immediately apply what you've learned from the videos to your marriage. We highly recommend that you make the 
completion of the projects a priority during the event. We've received many comments from other attendees who say the 
projects were the best part of the event! 
 
Question: Can singles or engaged attend the Art Of Marriage? 
Answer: ABSOLUTELY! In fact we highly recommend it. The event will give individuals a clear understanding of what a 
marriage commitment truly means, and is also a great foundation for engaged couples who are soon to be married. 
 
Question: I have been divorced. Will I feel uncomfortable at this event? 
Answer: We understand that divorce is a reality, and we have designed this event with that reality in mind. We have tried 
to focus on the condition of the current marriage, rather than creating guilt for mistakes made in the past. We also recog-
nize that even in such an event, one might feel uncomfortable at times because of past memories and regrets that are 
stirred up. Our prayer is that you would come to this event excited to make your current marriage a strong, healthy, lasting 
one, even if it means dealing with some painful memories. 
 
Question:  We have a great marriage. Why should we attend the event? 
Answer : Every marriage relationship is in a constant state of movement. You are either growing closer together or further 
apart. Unfortunately it seems that the natural inclination of human hearts is to drift apart overtime. Every marriage needs a 
tune up from time to time, no matter how well it might be running. This event is designed to heighten even the best of 
marriages. It also serves as a great reminder that you are God’s gift to each other. 
 

 At this time we are signing up couples that want to be part of a Marriage retreat. It will be quite a treat for all those 
who attend. Celebrating God's blessings, Lisa & Peter Betrovski  
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OFFICE SUPPLY DONATIONS 
 

To help with cost of office  supplies, we greatly appreciate any 
donations. We are especially in need of reams of white copy 
paper (8 1/2x11 and 8 1/2x14), mailing labels  (1 in. x 2 5/8 in. 
for Laser and Inkjet Printers in white, 94 brightne ss), Forever 
stamps, pens, or Staples gift cards.  Any donations are a big 
help to the office supply budget and are used for bulletins, an-
nouncement sheets and newsletters. Donations can be left in the 
office. Your  generosity is always appreciated! 

  During the month of January, net income received was $11,779.94 thousand and we disbursed
  $12,065.50 thousand.     Expenses exceed income by  $285.86.

JAN Budget YTD Over/(Under) Percentage of
2016 YTD 12/12 Budget Actual to Budget

Operating
 Net Revenue 11,779.94$            11,719.50$                                     60.44$                      100.52%

Less Operating
Net Expenses 12,065.50$            12,934.08$                                     (868.58)$                   ** 93.28%

Income Net
of Expenses (285.56)$                (1,214.58)$                                      

JAN Budget YTD Over/(Under)
Expenses 2016 YTD 12/12 Budget

Benevolence 1.08$                     579.17$                                          (578.09)$                   0.0%
Pastors Ministry 6,652.36$              6,786.25$                                       (133.89)$                   4.4%
Stephen Ministry -$                       8.33$                                              (8.33)$                       0.0%
Youth Ministry 27.88$                   41.67$                                            (13.79)$                     0.0%
Worship & Music 2,173.84$              2,114.58$                                       59.26$                      1.5%
Administration 1,712.57$              1,420.92$                                       291.65$                    1.1%
Property Management 488.62$                 685.00$                                          (196.38)$                   0.3%
Insurance & Utilities 717.20$                 994.00$                                          (276.80)$                   0.5%
Education & Outreach 110.57$                 204.17$                                          (93.60)$                     0.1%
Evangelism -$                       16.67$                                            (16.67)$                     0.0%
Card Ministry -$                       8.33$                                              (8.33)$                       0.0%
Stewardship 181.38$                 75.00$                                            106.38$                    0.1%
Non-budgeted Expenses -$                       -$                          0.0%

12,065.50$            12,934.08$                                     (868.58)$                   ** 8.05%

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE AT 1/31/16 3,636.71$                 

MONEY MARKET & DESIGNATED FUNDS BALANCE AT 1/31/16 (2 accts) 34,410.92$               
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

INCOME VS BUDGET

JANUARY 31, 2016
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ZION IS ON FACEBOOK  
https://www.facebook.com/ZionLutheranChurch  

“ Like” the page to keep updated about what is  going on. 

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER 
Check the Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/  
ZionLutheranChurch  or call the church office to check for de-
layed openings of the office and worship or Sunday School can-

cellation. Please use your judgment in deciding whether you can safely 
travel. Zion. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER! 
 

�� In case of emergency hospitalization or death – the best, and 
quickest, way to reach Pastor Nancy is by calling 508-499-8787.By 
calling this number, you can reach  Pastor Nancy  immediately.  

SNOW CLOSING.. 

If you would like to be notified of snow closings, and other Zion news 
by email, please send an email to pastornancy@gmail.com with the 
SUBJECT: "ADD ZION NEWS" and you will be added to the group 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: .Lois Austin,  Helene Bejune, 
Ray Briere, Margaret Briere, Donna Filipkowski, Barbara 
Haggerty, Shirley Kilian, Walter Lukasek, and Dorothy McLellan 
and Thelma Shell. 

The Prayer list will be refreshed on Sunday, March 6th .To let us know 
about a prayer concern or to add a name to the prin ted prayer list, 
call or email Karen in the office or use the card i n the pew racks and 

APRIL NEWSLETTER 
     The Deadline by electronic submission is March 15. 

 BIWEEKLY  
ANNOUNCEMENT SHEET                    

DUE DATES. 
 

Due dates are: noon on the following               
Wednesdays . 

 
March 2nd for weeks of: 

March 6 and 13 
March 16th for weeks of:  

March 20 and 27  
 March 30 for weeks of 

April 3 and 10 

IN MEMORY OF ELMIRA SUROZENSKI  
To the Memorial Fund: Ken & Pat Bean, Kris & Amy Canty, 
Kyle Palumbo, Diane Ralph, Faith Suprenant, Caribbean Isles 
To the Music Fund: Paul and Jean Peterson  

EASTER FLOWER GARDEN 

This year we will be purchasing a wide variety of different kinds of flowering plants to celebrate 
the Resurrection. We will have a beautiful display of lilies, tulips, daffodils, iris and more. All 
donations received will be combined to purchase a colorful mixture of plants to beautify our 
sanctuary for worship on Easter Sunday. 

Name: _____________________________________Amount: ____________ 

 
In honor of:____________________  or  In memory of:____________________ 
Easter is March 27. Donations needed by March 14.  

 

 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
George Bayer 02 
Nicole Karp 06 

Bev Makowski 06 
Paul Siegmund 08 
Ginny Watkins 11 

            Jim Champoux 12 
Phyllis McClintock 12 

Laurie Teece 12 
Karen Siegmund 13 
Mira Filipkowski 16 
Amy Peterson 17 

Tyler Olson 18 
Jenna LaFountaine 21 
William Peterson 26 

Joy Arent 28 
Carol Langer 31 

If you would like you birthday listed 
in the newsletter, please email 
Karen. We do not list birthdays 
without your permission. 



�

�

��������	
����
	���	�
�����������

���
�����������������
��������� �!���

NON-PROFIT 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

OXFORD, MA 

PERMIT NO. 23 

�

�

�

�

�

�

���������! �


