GOD IS GOOD...ALL THE TIME!

OFFICE HOURS
T-F (Katen) 12:00-3:00 PM
Office Phone
(508) 987-1248
Office email: Karen Borden
admin@oxfordzionchurch.otrg

Website
www.oxfordzion.org

Pastor Nancy Beckwith

Transitional Pastor
The Rev. Ken Bean
Home phone: 508-943-2762
Cell phone: 508-330-6012.
Kobean8@gmail.com

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9:00 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday School
9:45 AM Bible Study

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesdays
Choir Rehearsals: 6:30PM-8:00 PM

Dec. 10, 1:00-3:00 PM: Farewell and
Thanksgiving Gathering for Pastor
Nancy

Dec. 11: Giving tree gifts due back
tagged and wrapped.

Dec. 11: Last day to order Poinsettias
Dec. 11, 3:00 PM-7:00 PM: LIPY Gift
buying/wrapping@ Zion/Oxford
Dec.12, 6:00 PM: Confirmation

Dec. 14, 7:00 PM Blue Christmas
Dec. 18, 11:30 AM: “Greening The
Church” & pack up warming tree gifts
Dec. 18 : Deadline for electronic
submission of All Annual Reports
Dec. 24, Christmas Eve

4:00 PM-worship

6:00 PM: Candlelight worship/choir
Dec. 25, 10:00 AM: Christmas worship
Office closed: Dec. 24 -Jan. 2, 2017
Dec. 31-Jan. 1, 5:50 PM-7:00 AM:
LIPY New Year’s Lock-in at Trinity

January 2017

dJan. 1, 10:00 AM New Year's worship
Jan. 8, 10:00 AM worship

Jan. 15, 10:00 AM worship followed by
Annual Meeting

dJan. 9, 6:00 PM: Confirmation class
dJan. 22 Information Sunday on Endow-
ment Fund

dJan. 23, 11:30 AM: Brown Bag Bible
Study

Jan. 23, 6:00 PM: Confirmation class
dJan. 25, 1:00 PM: Worship Committee
Jan. 30, 11:30 AM: Brown Bag Bible

Zion Lutheran Church
December 2016

January 2017

Transitional Pastor's Message December 2016

“O Come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!”

Dear Members & Friends,

10...9...8 ... 7 ... It's count down time! As Advent came (Nov. 27), we began
to count the days until Christmas. The pace of our lives quickens. Week by
week, we will light another candle to brighten the darkness of our world and to
heighten our glad anticipation of Christ's coming. The Joy of the season is that
God has come to touch our lives and our world, with God’s great love.

By Christmas Eve, we're ready to sing with joy: “O come, all ye faithful, joyful
and triumphant . .. O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!” In the midst
of our troubled world, there still is good news — God’s good news. All of our
waiting will climax on Christmas Eve/Day when we gather to hear the song of
the angels and celebrate the good news: “Unto you is born a Savior!” Glory
be to God in the highest!

Every Christmas comes with changes — the family grows, or the circumstances
of our lives are also very different. There are people added to the family circle
and sometimes there are people missing from that circle. Family is near or far
away. This year, all of us at Zion have seen some changes. Our Christmas will
be different, but God’s love and grace will remain at work in our lives.

For those who are traveling, our hearts and prayers will go with you. For those
who are near at hand, we pray that we will be able to see you and celebrate to-
gether with you in worship and praise!

Both Pat and | join in extending our warmest greetings and prayers that God will
bless you with joy and peace at Christ's coming. Have a JOYOUS CHRISTMAS
and A BLESSED NEW YEAR!

With our love, Pastor Ken

SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING AND FAREWELL FOR PASTOR NANCY
DECEMBER 10, 1:00-3:00 PM

Pastor Nancy will be with us on Saturday, December 10th, 1:00-3:00 PM. We
will begin with a brief gathering in the sanctuary for prayer and a formal ending of
her ministry at Zion. This will be followed by an Ice Cream Social in the Fellow-
ship Hall. Pastor Nancy will be with us for conversation and visiting until 3:00 PM.
All are welcome to join us for all or part of this special event.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Submitted by Bob Laurens

<
- *r .

The council met with Pastor Sara Anderson on Sunday November. 06, to discuss how we go for-
ward with the call process. We are now in the process of appointing people to the transition team,
as per synod guide lines. Several people have come forward and asked to be included in the call

process in various ways and for that we are grateful and encourage everyone to do the same. This is a process which
should include everyone, if only to help by filling out the church assessment questionnaire. This is a much needed docu-
ment to begin the call process, and an important way that you can help. Once the transition team has been established

you will be hearing more from them on when and where you can participate.
In the mean time we continue to pray for Pastor Nancy as she concludes her first round of treatments.

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Saturday, December 24, 2016 Christmas Eve Worship
4:00 PM Family service with children’s Pageant,
6:00 PM Festival service with choir

This year both Christmas and New Year’s fall on a Sunday.

Here’s our plan:
Sunday, December 25, 2016 Christmas Day
10:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion

Sunday, January 1, 2017 New Year’s Day
10:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion

Sunday, January 8 and Sunday, January 15 will also continue to be at 10:00 AM in order to accommodate the
Annual Meeting scheduled for January 15 (3" Sunday)

CHANGES IN OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINNING JANUARY 22, 2017
A NEW SUNDAY SCHEDULE will begin which will allow more Sunday School and children’s

[NPOREANT NOTICE & new su

Early Service: 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Late Service: 10:45 a.m.

BLUE CHRISTMAS

Please take a few moments this holiday season to step back from the hustle and bustle to enjoy the

peace of this wonderful service.
“Blue Christmas Service”

A Service of Hope For the Holidays
Wednesday, December 14, 2016, 7:00 P.M.

“Blue Christmas” is a brief, informal candlelit service for those who find that the holidays are not always joyous. This is a
gift that you can give yourself or offer to another! All are welcome. Refreshments and a time to share with one another

will be available following the service.
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SCHEDULE FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
As we enter the month of December and the upcoming holiday season, there are some important dates
to remember for Sunday School. The last day of the 2016 Sunday School year is Sunday, Decem-

ber 18th. The Sunday School year will resume in January 2017 on Sunday, January 22nd at 9:30
00 AM This will coincide with the beginning of the new worship schedule (see info. P. 2.)

SUNDAY sch

DECEMBER NEWS FROM WORSHIP & MUSIC
Submitted by Jean Peterson, chairperson

Advent is here! And that means preparation both in our homes and in our church for the birth of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus the Christ.

As part of our church preparation, the "Warming Tree" has been erected ready to be decorated with warm,
new and/or gently used clean winter clothing for adults (male or female) and warm clothing suitable for in-
fants through toddlers. Parishioners are encouraged to bring their donations forward during the Offertory and
place them on or under the tree. It is hoped that the Warming Tree will again be loaded with our friendship
& and love toward our brothers and sisters in need.
A
-\
a5,
AN
LS.
AT,

Another preparation as we await the birth of Jesus is the "greening of the church" on December 18th fol-

lowing the 10:30 AM service. You are invited to join us. The "Warming Tree" donations will be removed to
be brought to the Triage Center (formerly P.1.P. Shelter) in Worcester, and the infant clothing brought to Flor-

On behalf of the Worship Committee, thank you for your help and thoughtfulness now and during the past
year. Wishing you a blessed Christmas!

SOCIAL MINISTRY
Submitted by Paula Clark

The Giving Trees are up and will be benefiting the children of the Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf and
Florence House. The giving tree recipients will be the children of families who use the Oxford Ecumenical
Food Shelf and the women and babies living at Ascentria's Florence House. Choose a gift tag, wrap your
present, tape on the tag and return it by December 11th.

Calling all elves! Helpers are needed to complete wrapping and organizing Christmas gift bags for the children receiving
services from the Oxford Food Shelf. Join us on December 14 from 9 am until noon at the Oxford Congregational
Church. Volunteers are also needed on December 15 from 3 until 8 pm to distribute the gift bags to the families.

At the Ecumenical Council meeting it was determined that food shelf needs for the December include
coffee, hot chocolate (regular and sugar free), canned pasta, condiments and baking mixes.

BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY

The Monday Brown Bag Bible Study will resume meeting each Monday from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
beginning January 23rd. in the Fellowship Hall. Bring your lunch and Bible and join the discussion.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES (Grades 7 & 8) will meet on the December 12th, January 9th , and January
23th, from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM.

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER

%E\% You may either call the church office and listen to the voice mail message or you can watch the cancellations
and delays listed at the bottom of your television screen on WBZ channel 4, or WCVB channel 5. As always,
please use your judgment in deciding whether you can safely travel. Zion
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CONGRATULATIONS TO VICAR NIKI HARVELL

On November 12th, the New England Synod Candidacy Committee happily
|s approved Niki for ordination into ministry upon the completion of her final months at
- Philadelphia Theological Seminary. Niki who is intern at St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church in Norwich, CT has been teaching our confirmation class this fall. Niki is
the granddaughter of Pastor Ken and Pat Bean. We thank Niki for her service to

Zion and congratulate her on this good news.

7 =1 —_ HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT THE ANNUAL LIPY MISSION TRIP?

_/—'1—|——\ |_ _J_ _,-‘,—| JL This year we travel to historic Gettysburg, PA. We leave Monday, April 17mand return
w_.f B ;r ,._z"l' ;',H-J Friday, April 21st . We will stay at Camp Nawaka, a Lutheran camp in Biglerville, PA.

= ' ‘w‘:" Each day we will do service projects, laugh, sing, pray, and see some sights during an
- » & incredible week you will never forget! If you plan to go, please talk to Pastor Ken or to

.-"'. A ; b I' S
Ly f ~ -F'"{H i;- ,.{JJ" * Maydee Morales ASAP to reserve your space.

LIPY (Lutheran Inter Parish Youth)

DECEMBER

AND
JANUARY o LIPY-CM INNER CITY GIFT BUYING/WRAPPING EVENT
Ay Sunday, December 11, 3:00-7:00 PM.
EVENTS

”Pm We will meet here at Zion before going to Oxford's WALMART to purchase
gifts for the kids on the list from Concordia Lutheran’s Worcester inner-city

work. We'll return to Zion, wrap the gifts and enjoy pizza. A $20 minimum
per person participating in this event is requested to go towards the gift buying, plus $5 to-
wards the food. ($25.00 total) Donations from others are Welcomed!

CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR AT THE ANNUAL NEW YEAR'S LOCK-IN, 5:50

- PM-7:00 AM December 31st-January 1st, Trinity Lutheran Church, Worces-
ter, If you are interested in enjoying First Night Worcester and a Lock-In with

U other youth, contact Jena Hardy at Trinity to let her know you are going to attend

0 this event.

LIPY 2017 SCHEDULE
We have lots of great activities planned for LIPY this year. LIPY is open to all youth, grades 7-12.

FEBRUARY 15™, 12:45-3:00 PM: Carty Food Cupboard, Wesley United Methodist/Worcester
MARCH 29™, 3:00-4:30 PM: Mandatory Mission Trip Meeting, Zion/Worcester
APRIL 2"° (time TBD) Community Gardening Project-Sturbridge/Southbridge
APRIL 17-215T: Annual Mission Trip Destination New Jersey
MAY 5™, 6:00-8:00 PM: Forsberg Dinner Dance Zion/Worcester

LIPY-CM Youth in grades 7-12 are invited to all LIPY events. You MUST turn in completed Covenant and
Medical forms before you can attend LIPY events. (Forms are available on the Youth bulletin board in the hallway.)
You can also join the LIPY Facebook group to be updated on activity plans. Talk to Pastor Ken or Karen Borden if

you have questions.




Page 5 December/January Newsletter GOD IS GOOD...ALL THE TIME!

ANNUAL REPORTS FOR 2016 AND THE ANNUAL MEETING DATE

= 1 ¥ All 2016 Annual Reports are due by Sunday, December 18th. All reports must be submitted elec-
L S tronically (no handwritten submissions). The completed Annual Report will be available on Sunday,

\ L‘f""‘_‘ January 8th. Our Annual Meeting will take place on Sunday, January 15th The meeting will follow
p’f_\il& immediately after the 10:00 AM worship service.

— OFFICE SUPPLY DONATIONS: To help with cost of office supplies, we greatly appreciate any donations.

/f\& We are especially in need of reams of white copy paper (8 1/2x11 and 8 1/2x14), mailing labels (1 in.

U:_:L x 2 5/8 in. for Laser and Inkjet Printers in white, 94 brightness), Forever stamps, pens, or Staples gift
—

cards. Any donations are a big help to the office supply budget and are used for bulletins, announcement
sheets and newsletters. Donations can be left in the office. Your generosity is always appreciated!

WHAT IS THE ENDOWMENT FUND?

oy e E\,__ Mo g Ve
f:j‘fF O \\’\/ The Endowment Fund is established to enhance the spiritual growth of the congregation
Ath N A A at Zion. Funds are used to promote Zion’s mission of proclaiming Jesus Christ. In 2015 the En-
dowment Committee awarded the very first mission project money. This program was well at-
tended by members of Zion and from throughout our community.

Endowment funds are invested under the direction of the Endowment Committee and through their appointed
investment management company. Endowment money is never used for budgetary items and only the interest earned
can be dispersed. By only using the interest, the endowment funds will be available for many years to come. Contribu-
tions to the Endowment Fund can be made directly by check, through death benefits or as a memorial to a loved one.

Suggested projects are the local food shelf, Camp Calumet, outreach to the community through programs held
at Zion and projects through Stephen Ministry. Funds are dispersed once or twice a year at which time applications will
be available.

Do you have a mission project in mind that needs financial assistance? The Endowment Fund can help.

If you have any questions or if you would like to know how you could become a member of the Endowment
Committee, please speak to any one of the following committee members: Richard Clark, Shirley Rossmeisl,
Timothy Schur, Lisa Betrovski, Marleen Bacon

ZION’'S ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT

j . — o - s N
1 '\ - - A - -
(fa*" E? O W The Endowment Committee met on October 24, 2016 and on November 14, 2016.

During the October meeting the committee members decided to start the grant application

period in January 2017 instead of the fall of 2016. It was felt that this would give the commit-
tee time to make information about the endowment fund available to Congregation members. The committee will write
an informational half sheet handout. The committee will also host coffee hour tentatively set up for January 22, 2017
(snow date February 5, 2017). Our Thrivent representative, Jonathan Hendrickson, will be asked to attend on that date.
We will also ask if anyone who attended the last funded grant program would like to give a talk on how that program was
beneficial to them.

The committee met again on November 14, 2016. In attendance at this meeting was Jonathan Hendrickson.
The topic of discussion was how to make members of the congregation more aware of the Endowment Fund and how
the funds can be utilized. An article will be placed in the next newsletter and a poster will be developed. Mr. Hendrick-
son spoke on monies available to Zion through Thrivent from Associate Members and Thrivent Members. He will attend
the coffee hour in January and will also speak during the services on the 22" about Choice Dollars and the Thrivent Ac-
tion Fund. Mr. Schur stated that he will speak on the function of the Endowment Fund and Committee.

Mr. Hendrickson proceeded to inform the committee members on the current financial status of the endowment
money and where funds are invested and where changes in investments will be made for the coming year.

The Council members will receive a verbal report on both of these meetings.
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NOTES FROM THE November 14, 2016 COUNCIL MEETING
X _
CDLN\\ Submitted by Marleen Bacon
et The regular monthly meeting of the Zion Council was called to order at 7:05 pm and opened with

a word of prayer given by Pastor Bean.

The minutes of the October 2016 meeting were approved as written and can be viewed on the bulletin board in
the Fellowship Hall.

Ms. Rossmeisl presented the October 2016 financial report. Her report showed income and expenses, the bal-
ance sheet and the income comparisons. She also reported on the financial status of the Endowment Fund. Ms. Ross-
meisl will be gathering information for the 2017 proposed church budget which will be discussed at the December Coun-
cil meeting. Her reports can be found on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.

Pastor Bean presented his written report of his activities for October and for upcoming events.

The Transition Team has been appointed and will meet soon. The Call Committee will be named at a further
date.

Ms. Bacon gave a report on the status and recent meetings of the Endowment Committee. The grant applica-
tions will be available in January 2017. The Endowment Committee will host coffee hour on January 22, 2017 and
Jonathan Hendrickson from Thrivent will attend.

In accordance with Zion’s Bylaws, the Council set January 15, 2017 as the date for the Annual Congregational
meeting. Also, the church service schedule will be adapted to meet the Sundays that fall on Christmas Day, New Year's
Day and the Annual meeting. The Council voted to hold services at 10 AM on December 25, 2016 - January 1, 2017 -
January 8, 2017 -January 15, 2017. The new service time changes will begin on January 22, 2017 (8:45 AM for the first
services and 10:45 AM for the second service.) These times changes will be announced every week in the Sunday bul-
letins.

Mr. Fischvogt presented his list of much needed repairs to the church building and grounds. Of great impor-
tance is the outside of the church building which is in need of paint or siding. He will get estimates for items on the list.

The next Council Meeting will be on December 12, 2016 at 7 PM. All are welcome to attend. This meeting ad-
journed at 9:00 PM and concluded with the Lord’s Prayer.

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
FINANCIAL RESULTS-- ACTUAL VS BUDGET
OCTOBER 31, 2016

During the month of October, netincome received was $13,226.30 thousand and we disbursed
$13,013.12. Income exceed Expenses by $213.018.

The following is a comparison of 2016 actualto 2016 budget:

OCT JAN-OCT JAN-OCT Over/(Under)
2016 2016 YTD Budget Budget
Operating
Revenue $ 13,226.30 $ 128,137.01 $ 129,340.83 $ (1,203.82)
Net Revenue
Less Operating
Net Expenses $ 13,013.12 $ 128,685.63 $ 129,340.83 $ (655.20)
Income Net
of Expenses $ 213.18 $ (548.62) $

Monthly reports will be generated by the new accounting software and posted in the
Fellowship Hall.

Respectfully submitted,
Shirley 1. Rossmeisl, Treasurer
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

It's time to think about ordering poinsettias to adorn our sanctuary for Christmas! Your flower donation
given to “the glory of God” can be given in thanksgiving for a special event or in memory of a loved
one. A listing of names will be in our Christmas Bulletin. The cost for the plants this year is $7.50 per plant.
This year we are offering red, white and cinnamon (multicolored) poinsettias.

Please complete the information order form below and either mail it together with your check to the church office or
place it in the offering plate. Please make checks payable to Zion Lutheran Church with “Christmas Poinsettias”in the
memo corner. Deadline is: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11. Please try to submit your order as soon as possible. Thank you.

Red Poinsettia - 6” Pot @$7.50 each No. Ordered Total: $
White Poinsettia - 6” Pot @$7.50 each No. Ordered Total: $
Marble Poinsettia 6” Pot @$7.50 each No. Ordered Total: $

Grand Total: $
(Please Print): Donated By:

Envelope No. (if applicable):

IN MEMORY OF GLADYS ROSSMEISL

gﬁgﬂgﬁ%‘; SpeciaI_Music Fund
Given by
Karen Borden 01 e Richard and Paula Clark
Charlene Howland 01 AE L

Dayna Larson 04
Lauryn Larson 04
Jen Woods 15
George Peterson 08
Susan LeBoeuf 09
Pam Olson 09
Sue Schade 27
Helena Karp 28
Erik Larson 30

PASTORAL ACTS
Funerals

Shirley Kilian
November 18, 2016

Thelma Shell
November 22, 2016

-Tg'—iy JANUARY
w BIRTHDAYS WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Members of Zion’s family: Pastor Nancy Beckwith, Ray and Marga-
Emma Grace Jonasch 05 ret Briere, Robert Langer, Michele Pavlis, and Paul Siegmund Jr.;
Debbie Plaza 06 also for our shut-ins: Lois Austin, Helene Bejune, Barbara Hag-
Carol Weinhardt 06 garty, Dorothy McClellen, and Milton Schremser; and for friends and
Richard Piehl 08 family members: Frank Abissi Jr., Corey Goodwin, Jean Healy, Bob Hokanson,

Helen Kukuk, Jennifer Love, John Murawski, Enid Thuermer, Noreen Valentino
Krvsten Woods 14 Catherine Vogel and Shirley Zatkalik. To let us know about a prayer concern
rystén yvoods or to add a name to the printed prayer list, call or email Karen in the office

Carol Piehl 17 or use the card in the pew racks and place in offering plate.
Siiri Jonasch 17

James Williams 12

Justin Desmarias 18
Kelsey Bergeson 19
Kristina Canty 21
Hailey Filipkowski 22
Jayne Boutilier 28
Braden Levasseur 30

- IMPORTANT REMINDER!

In case of emergency or any pastoral care needs, please call Pastor
Ken Bean at his home, 508-943-2762 or his cell phone-508-330-6012.
You can also email him at Kobean8@gmail.com.

- ZION IS ON FACEBOOK
B https://www.facebook.com/ZionLutheranChurch

“Like” the page to keep updated about what is going on.

MERRY
CHRISTIVIAS

AND

HAPPY NEW v FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: January 15.
YEAR
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